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On October 2, Archbishop
Wilton D. Gregory delivered
the second annual lecture
of the Carondelet series
as part of the University’s
dedicated semester, “Judaism
and Its Cultures.”

Held in the Doerr Chapel,
Archbishop Gregory spoke
about the relationship
between Christians and Jews.
One of the first questions
he asked was, “How are
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Catholics and Jews going to
speak to each other? How
will they converse as equals?”
In order to answer this
question, the Archbishop
took us back approximately
two thousand years to the
time of the Jewish Diaspora.
At the time, Jews were being
scattered throughout the
world with their unique
beliefs and culture, living as
outsiders among Christian
communities. The most
important reason for this
status was that they did not

share the Christian idea
that Jesus was the Son of
God. Christians found the
Jewish rejection of Jesus’
divinity offensive. To make
things worse for them, the
Church blamed the Jews
for the death of Jesus.

With this in mind,
Archbishop Gregory spoke of
how we can change our view
of the past and have a new
beginning. He emphasized
that Christians should
recognize that Jews are not

to blame for Jesus’ death,
but that Judaism is very
much part of our faith. Jesus
was a Jew and without him
there would be no church,
because our faith is based
on Jesus. Unfortunately,
some Christians still belittle
the Jewish faith, which is
ultimately like insulting
Christianity because of its
Jewish roots. As a community
of Christian faith we
should never embrace anti
See “Archbishop” on page 3
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Tombstones representingfallen soldiers and Iraqi civilians fill the campus grounds.
— Photo by Cathy Burns

On the morning of Thursday,
October 18, students walking
to and from class came across
hundreds of white, cardboard
tombstones decorating the
grassy area between the
Medaille Meadow and the
parking lot along Big Bend
Boulevard. The tombstones
had both American and
Arabic names written on

them. Students went over
to the small table next to
a large banner with the
phrase “Honor the Dead”
emblazoned on it to find out
what exactly was going on
that chilly, Thursday morning.

At the table, University
student Cathy Burns was
more than happy to explain
what was going on. “These
See “Memorial” on page 2

Honoring the Dead

News

Fontbonne hosts war
memorial to honor our
fallen soldiers in Iraq.
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'If you leave here a little Jewish...' Thank Professor Schwartz
Dominic Dimanche
StaffWriter
The Lewis Room in the
basement of the library
was particularly lively
for a Monday evening.
There were murmurings
and casual conversations
bouncing around the room
as the audience took to their
dialogues about the ride over,
the latest volleyball game,
and how nuts a professor
was that day. But everything
died down when the speaker,
after a brief introduction

by Dr. Jason Sommer, took
to the podium and said,
“There once was a Jew who
set out to find justice.”

Telling of Jewish Mystical
Tales was part of the Writers’
Reading Series and went
in toe with a theme of the
dedicated semester—Jewish
literature and history. The
speaker of the event was
Howard Schwartz, professor
of English at the University of
Missouri-St. Louis. Professor
Schwartz, for all practical
purposes, is a quadruple

Howard Schwartz weaves tales ofJewish mysticism. — Photo by Austin Skinner

“Memorial” from page 1

tombstones were first made
by the Instead of War
Coalition and put on display
on the first anniversary of
the start of the war in Iraq.”
This display first appeared
at Washington University
in 2005 and expanded this
year to include Saint Louis
University, the University of
Missouri Saint Louis, and
Fontbonne University.

“'Ihe names on the
tombstones are the names of
American military personnel
and Iraqi civilians who
have died throughout the
war. We have mainly had
positive reactions to the
tombstones... several students
and staff have stopped to ask
us questions,” says Burns.
Throughout the day, Burns
and volunteers passed out
pieces of pink tape with
the number 3829 written
on them, which, as of that
day, represented the current
number of U.S. troops killed

in action throughout the
war. Burns explained that
the names of U.S. military
personnel are given as
public information once the
families have been notified,
but the Iraqi civilians
were a different story.
“We got the names of the
Iraqi civilians through the
website iraqibodycount.org,
which is sponsored by an
independent group in the
U.S. and U.K. that is keeping
track of war-related deaths
among the Iraqi population
since the start of the war in
2003.” The current estimates
from that site state that the
Iraqi-civilian death toll is
between 75,971 and 82,776.
As for the campus reaction,
Burns felt that, for the most
part, the students and faculty
had a positive reaction to
the display. “We’ve only had
two negative reactions to the
display.” One unidentified
student wearing a Rush
Limbaugh shirt, according to

threat: he is a poet, author,
folklorist, and anthropologist.
Among his many works,
Schwartz has published three
poetry collections and several
books of fiction, including
Captive Soul of the Messiah.
He has also edited a fourvolume set of Jewish folktales,
and his book Tree ofSouls:
The Mythology ofJudaism
received the Nation Jewish
Book Award in 2005. Suffice
it to say, the man knows
his Jewish mystical tales.

Standing behind the podium,
bottle of water in hand, he
delved right into the stories.
Not a moment during the
readings was it like a droning
recitation of some thousand
year-old fables. He managed
to breathe life into each
of the stories, filling them
with quips and charm that
made the whole audience
chuckle. His retellings were
less like a lecture or speech,
and more like an old friend
or relative sitting everyone
down at the table and telling
stories over drinks. The time

Burns, called it propaganda;
another complained about
the names of Iraqi civilians
being displayed on the same
tombstones as the American
military deceased, and also
asked Burns if the families
of the deceased military
personnel had been told the
names of their loved ones
were being put on display.
Burns said that the Instead of
War Coalition had already let
the families know about the
memorial, and if the families
didn’t want their loved ones’
names displayed, they would
respect their wishes. “We
understand that this creates
some controversy, but it’s
a respectful display that is
meant to honor the deceased,
and we (the Instead of War
Coalition) are glad Fontbonne
wants to help honor the
lives lost,” explains Burns.
While the display was up,
Burns had 40 students sign
up for a group she is planning
to start on campus, the
Fontbonne Peace and Social

flew by as he told stories of
legendary rabbis. Many tales
told of their exploits. His
first retelling, “Vision at the
Wailing Wall,” was about
a rabbi who sent his best
student in search of a vision
of the Bride of God at the
Wailing Wall in order to
prolong his life. “The Ladder
of Prayers” story was about
a rabbi who rose to heaven
on the power of prayer and
witnessed its many wonders.
In another tale, “The Souls of
Trees,” the wise rabbi helps
an old childless couple get
children by telling them to
grow trees. His final story,
“Rabbi Naftali’s Trance,”
depicts the wise rabbi using
astral projection to track
down a runaway husband—
who just happened to be one
of his brightest students—by
searching all over the earth
and even hell itself.
Regardless of what the
narrative was about, it felt
as though they were being
told by the storytellers of the
original towns or synagogues.

Justice Coalition. “The goal
of the group is to encourage
students to take a more
active part in their beliefs
and help with more peace
displays here at Fontbonne.”
If the conflict in Iraq isn’t
concluded by the same time
next year, Burns and the

Perhaps most amazing was
the sheer amount of work and
time put into compiling the
collection of Jewish tales.
In a Q&A segment after the
event, Professor Schwartz told
the audience how he flew to
small, unknown towns tucked
away in Israel, and at times
even farther to track down
these endangered literary
treasures. All the while, he
raced against time for many
of these tales. Because they
are passed down by word of
mouth—without a written
record—the stories have
always run the risk of being
forever lost in history. It
was thus revealed just how
nerve-wracking the whole
process truly is. Despite the
many hardships, headaches,
and late nights, he brought
together a vast assortment for
all to enjoy and remember
for many years to come. So
if the audience left even a
little Jewish, they could thank
Professor Howard Schwartz
for the extra chutzpah.

Instead of War Coalition
plan to do the display again.
Overall, Burns credits the
display as a success: “It
was a worthwhile effort,
and I’m glad to see that it
started a dialogue on campus
concerning the war and
other social-justice issues.”

Cathy Burns and volunteers set up the symbolic tombstones offallen soldiers.

- Photo by Cathy Burns
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Hear Hear: On-Campus Clinic a Fixture of the Community
Trish Schodrowski
StaffWriter

disorders, all of which require
speech-language therapy.

On August 29, 2007,
the Center for Teacher
and Therapist Education
celebrated the renaming of its
speech-language pathology
clinic to the Eardley Family
Clinic for Speech, Language
and Hearing. The dedication
ceremony and reception was
small and simple as per the
request of the donor; only
Dr. Golden and the faculty
of the Communication
Disorders and Deaf
Education department
were in attendance.

The hallway of the clinic is
lined with full-sized cabinets,
all filled with toys for the
children to use. Jan Johnson,
Office Manager and Event
Coordinator of the CD
and Deaf Ed. department,
adds, “Most of our therapy
[in the DLG] is play based.
If I were to want a child
to work on a particular
sound, I’d give him a toy to
bring forth that sound.”

The University clinic, a fixture
of the community for over
forty years, serves individuals
with communication
disorders and hearing loss.
Clinic director Barbara Meyer,
M.A., CCC/SLP, considers
it a teaching lab with a dual
purpose. Seniors and graduate
students learn hands-on
experience in the CD and
Deaf Ed fields, and the clinic
helps meet the needs of
individuals and families in
the greater St. Louis area.

fhe clinic includes six
individual therapy rooms,
a soundproof Audiology
lab and hearing booth for
audio evaluations, and a
student workroom and
computer lab. It also features
a faculty monitoring room
where therapy sessions,
with the agreement of
the clients, are taped and
reviewed for CD and Deaf
Ed classes to examine and
instruct various treatment
techniques. I he clinic also
has a room for the DLG.
The Developmental Language
Group (DLG) is a specialized
form of group therapy which
focuses on the needs of
children. The DLG, Meyer
describes, “Is eight kids at
a time, four mornings a
week. The program is set
up to mirror a preschool to
provide speech and language
services for children in a
more natural and social
setting.” The children in the
DLG may have a variety of

The costs of therapy, which
can reach astronomical rates
in some clinics, are “greatly
reduced, to make therapy
reasonable and affordable,”
Meyer said. The clinic
also acts as an on-campus
resource by providing free
therapy to full-time students
and university staff.
Besides reducing the cost,
the clinic strives to be more
accessible to the community
by accepting referrals not
only from doctors and
other licensed clinicians,
but also from teachers and
family members. Due to
the sensitive nature of the
disorders for which the clinic
provides aid, it is necessary
to inform the clients when
they arrive that the Eardley
Clinic is a teaching clinic,
and non-licensed students
will be present in order to
work towards the required
five to seven semesters of
clinical practicum. Meyer
explains that all clients are
informed that therapy will
be performed by students
under the supervision of
licensed certified clinicians.
“It is all disclosed up front,
and they sign a release if
they agree to it,” she said.

The graduate program of the
CD and Deaf Ed department
fulfills the requirements to
achieve speech-language
pathology certification
through the American SpeechLanguage-Hearing Association
(ASHA). The clinic is not the
only setting for students to
experience training. Students
also work in local hospitals,
rehohiliratinn rpntprc

The Eardley Family Clinicfor Speech-Language-Hearing clinic serves the campus and the community, -photo by David Ulmer

daycares, and schools—
especially St. Josephs
Institute for the Deaf. Faculty
members also take students
to daycares and parochial
schools to screen for speech
language disorders in children.
Though a minimum of four
hundred hours of clinical
practicum are required,
Meyer says, “Students
probably acquire thousands
of hours in the field.”

Over the course of the
calendar year, Meyer estimates
the clinic provides services
and therapy sessions for
about a hundred families.
The majority of the program
is directed towards children,
who make up approximately
70 percent of people
served. The remaining 30
percent are not ignored as
students study and provide
therapeutic methods across
the life span of an individual,
from birth to geriatrics.

The amount of service
performed at the clinic
has not gone unnoticed. It
recently received a $10,000
grant from the Energizer
Company. With that money,
the department hopes to
establish an adult cochlear
implant group. Meyer
describes the group as “A
rehabilitation group for adults
who received implants to
refine their speaking skills.”
She estimates the program will
be underway next semester.

The program is set up to mirror a
preschool to provide speech and
language services for children in a
more natural and social setting.
“Archbishop” from page 1
Semitism. “Anti-Semitism is
unacceptable and inexcusable
behavior. Many Christians
resist Jesus’ Judaism and to
do so is to read the New
Testament out of context.
We should not have spiritual
resistance. If we do, it is
like paralyzing the mind,”
said Archbishop Gregory.

He went on to consider how
to break the barrier between
the religious communities
and have a new beginning.
Archbishop Gregory proposed
four ideas. First, that we
realize that we are religiously
related to each other, and
that we need to drop old
grudges and misleading
information. Second, that we
need to look for education in
Judaism, because the average
Christian in fact knows very
little about the Jewish faith.
Third, that our dialogue when
speaking with one another
should not be centered on
faith. Lastly, our dialogue
should be directed at making
friendships, both humanly
and spiritually. In the end we
are judged by our friendships
and our love for others. The
Arrhhichnn

hie remarks

with a prayer of forgiveness, as
Pope John Paul II once did.

Archbishop Gregory’s lecture
was one of the best-attended
events of the dedicated
semester with an audience
of about 200, including
many representatives of
the Jewish community.

He came to national
prominence when he
became president of the
U.S. conference of Catholic
bishops. During this time, he
fought to manage the crisis
of the Catholic clergy being
exposed for sexual abuse,
while also lending a helping
hand to immigrants, reducing
abortions, and arguing
against the death penalty.
The Carondelet Lecture Series
was established to help bring
the campus and community
together to explore the
different dimensions of
Catholic thought. The
lecture series is an activity
of the Sisters of St. Joseph
of Carondelet Endowed
Chair in Catholic Thought
of the University, and is
cosponsored by the Sisters
of St. Joseph of Carondelet,
St. Louis Province.

Page 4 - Nov. 2007

Fontbanner

Men's Cross Country Team on Track
Krista Brown
/Photo Editor

Coach Dave Almany of the
men’s cross country team says
that his team is right on track
for their “four-year plan,” a
strategy implemented last year
during the inaugural season.
The team has experienced a
thriving second season this
semester, so far earning their
first championship trophy,
bragging rights through
impressive placements in
competition, and showcasing
individual University talent.

“We are where we thought
we would be,” says Almany,
addressing his four-year
plan. “By our third year we
would like to be at the top
of the conference, and by
the fourth year we hope to
be nationally competitive.
IF we can continue to land
recruits as solid as this
years freshman class, we
should be on schedule.”

The team took home
their first championship
trophy after competing
in the St. Louis College
of Pharmacy Invitational
held at Forest Park in late
October, where University
senior Phil Yates “solidified
the team championship,”
running the best race of his
college career-—finishing
in eighth place overall. 'Hie
team beat out seven other
universities and colleges in

this competition, including
rival Maryville University, as
well as Webster University,
Blackburn College, and the
University of Dallas. Other
strong runners in the meet
were freshmen Zach Kassman,
Everett Jackson, Nathan
Uding, Antonio Jones, and
sophomore Andre Stephens.
“Leadership has come from
the only two holdovers
we have from our first
season, Andre and Phil,”
says Almany. “Phil is a very
knowledgeable runner and
helps a great deal with pace
during the races, and Andre
has come a long way in
terms of focus and leadership
since his freshman year.”
Andre Stephens says the entire
team is focused. “The reason
we’ve been so successful
this season is because we’re
competitive and we all want
to be the best we can be,” says
Stephens. “My teammates and
I come from very competitive
high schools and it has carried
over to our college careers.”

The team has also taken
second place in two meets:
once at a meet hosted by
Maryville and once at a
Central Methodist University
competition. At the St.
Louis Intercollegiate Athletic
Conference (SLIAC) Cross
Country Meet held in
Hillsboro, Illinois, the team
took third place—just behind

Cross country runner, Antonio Jones

Principia, a well-known
force in the conference.

“I was honored to be named
Runner of the Week,” says
Jackson. “I just give it my all
in every last one of my meets,
and Phil and Andre are really
great leaders, too. They give
me and the team insight and
advice that we need to win.”

Midwest Regional Meet
in Oshkosh, Wisconsin,
Almany keeps in mind his
program, his athletes, and the
University as a whole. “I want
our programs to continue to
grow in both quantity and
quality,” says Almany. “I want
cross country to be a positive
part of the students’ college
experiences, and I want them
to be immersed in the college
life here, assets to the student
body. It’s important that we
recruit good people—the
quality of the character of
the athletes in my program
is what sells my program.”

As the team prepares for their
competition in the NCAA

Coach Almany seems to have
built a team with plenty of

Runners on the team have
also been individually
spotlighted, including Jackson
and Kassman, who were
both named SLIAC Men’s
Cross Country Runner of the
Week on separate occasions.

good character, especially
when it comes to having
confidence and the desire
to succeed. “The team has
a chemistry that works out
perfectly when there is an
opportunity for us to win,”
says Jackson. “I really think
this team has what it takes to
compete on a national level.”

About his coach’s plan for
the future, Stephens says,
“We’re successful, but we
can always improve. We just
need to keep training hard
and really be great leaders for
the team and the freshman
coming in next year. What
we’re here to do is not only
to compete, but to win.”

University Welcomes Monica Potter
Bob Rott
Staff Writer

Hie start of a new school
year brings changes and new
faces, one of which is the
University’s new Assistant
Athletic Director, head
coach of women’s lacrosse,
and women’s field hockey
head coach, Monica Potter.
Potter is a native of St. Louis,
where she attended Lafayette
High School in West County.
While at Lafayette, Potter
played three years of lacrosse.
She then attended Anne
Arundel Community College

in Arnold, Maryland. After
that, Potter came back to St.
Louis and enrolled in Webster
University. She has spent
16 years as a lacrosse referee
and currently plays on the
Detroit Club lacrosse team.
Potter heard about the
opening of the Assistant
Athletic Director position
by way of the men’s lacrosse
coach, Nick Silva. After her
inquiry, the University’s
Athletic Director and
men’s basketball coach, Lee
McKinney, interviewed Potter
for the position, hiring her

soon after. Potter seemed
to be a perfect fit for the
position as head coach for
the University’s second-year
lacrosse program, even from
the very beginning. “I was the
head coach of the women’s
lacrosse team at Adrian
College, a Division III school,
which has a new lacrosse
program as well,” says Potter.

Before coming to the
University, Potter compiled
an impressive resume. In
addition to her extensive
personal experience with the
game, including her long-time

referee position and her own
participation on a club team,
Potter has been an assistant
lacrosse coach at Lafayette
High School and Lindenwood
University in St. Charles,
Missouri. She also held a
position as the head coach for
the women’s lacrosse team at
Adrian College in Michigan.
Because Potter spent some
time in Maryland during her
education, she is interested
in recruiting players from
the east coast, which is the
hot spot for lacrosse in the
nation. “Hopefully we can

get some potential players
from the contacts that I
have back on the coast,” says
Potter. “There’s a good pool of
players from the east coast.”

Potter has a very challenging
task ahead of her. She takes
over a new, young lacrosse
program that managed just
one victory in their 2007
inaugural season. Hopes for
the program can only go
upward, and Potter has a
game plan for her team. “My
expectations for the program

See “Potter” on page 6
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Not On Our Teams, Not in Our School:
University Athletes Support Drug Testing
Scott Kurtz
StaffWriter

Right now the hot-button
issue in sports is the use of
performance-enhancing
drugs such as human growth
hormones and steroids—most
noticeably in baseball, but
reports have surfaced in
other sports such as football,
cycling, and track and field.
An NCAA Management
Council pilot program
brought performance
enhancing drug testing to 200
Division III colleges and plans
to bring testing to all Division
III schools next August.
Coach Lee McKinney, who
is a part of this council,
mentioned the idea to
several University athletes.
Chad Fournie of the men’s
basketball team, Molly Rozier
of the women’s basketball
team, Bryan Dodson of
the men’s soccer team, Will
McNiff of the baseball team,
and Matt Stewart of the men’s
lacrosse team came forward
to offer their opinions on
the steroid issue and the
possibility of drug testing
here at the University.
All the athletes interviewed
agreed that the steroid and
performance drug issue is
not something that came
out of nowhere, but it has
only recently attained the
current level of attention.
“These drugs are more easily
attainable now, and athletes
are learning which ones
are harder to detect,” says
Fournie. Stewart believes
that in the case of baseball,
“nobody did anything for a
long time, and now things
have gotten out of hand. It’s
becoming a circus.” Dodson
and Rozier both showed
concern about the steroid
problem trickling down to
the college and high school
levels, while McNift feels that
it takes away the integrity
of the game. “There’s
also different ways now of
taking steroids, there’s more
variety and ways to mask
obvious use,” he explains.

In the last issue during the
interviews with the coaches,
it was reported that Division
III performance drug use
was higher than in Division
I and II college sports, and
that Division III does not
do drug testing outside of
the postseason. Stewart,
Fournie, and Rozier were all

most was the higher use in
Division III than in Divisions
I and II: “I can understand
that happening due to lack
of regulation and testing,”
says Dodson. McNiff,
however, was not surprised
by Division III not having
full-season testing, and feels
that the division not having

major-league players just so
they can reach that next level.”
There is some chance of
drug testing coming to the
University in the future,
as the pilot program being
conducted by Coach
McKinney and the NCAA
Management has met
with success and will be

own abilities instead of
jeopardizing their health.”
Dodson did point out a small
problem with testing at the
University. He says, “Some
supplements on the market
for athletes have ingredients in
them that are not allowed by
the NCAA. Not all of those
ingredients are bad, but they
(the NCAA) should definitely
test for anything anabolic.”
Stewart also pointed out
a problem concerning the
monetary costs of drug
testing, explaining, “If it
would be a financial burden
to the Athletic Department
or Fontbonne, I wouldn’t
be too thrilled about it.”

The athletes also said that
if they were called in for a
drug test, they would do
so willingly. ‘“Where do I
give the sample,’ is what I
would say, I have nothing
to hide,” responded McNiff
“I’m perfectly fine with
it,” says Fournie, “I’m not
hiding anything, I’d go do
it immediately to clear my
name and show I’m clean.”

One thing that the athletes
took time to point out was
that drug testing at the
University would be more
of a preventative measure
than a necessary one, as
the athletes feel that there
is not much of a problem.
“There doesn’t seem to be
any performance drug use at
Fontbonne,” says Rozier, “I
think having testing would
help steer student athletes
away from using them.”

surprised by this. “It doesn’t
make any sense to me,” says
Stewart, “there’s not as much
media coverage in Division
III, and it’s a different level of
competition here.” Dodson
admitted he was a little
surprised at first about no
year-round testing, but not
verv. Whar surnrised him

full-season drug testing was
“ridiculous.” And as for
higher steroid use in Division
III, McNiff wasn’t surprised
at all. He explains, “You tend
to find more drug use at the
lower levels of play, such as
in baseball. Minor-league
players use steroids more than

recommended to be put in
place next August by the
council. All the athletes
interviewed said they would
have no problem with drug
testing and even welcome the
idea. “I am definitely in favor
of testing,” says Rozier, “it
would show the importance
to rhe athletes of usinp vour

“I really don’t think there
is a problem here at
Fontbonne” says Fournie,
“but all the guys I know
here would be for it. I think
it would keep the athletes
here clean and honest.”
In the end, the athletes at
the University show that
there isn’t a performance
drug problem, but are
more than happy to have
something put in place that
will keep performance drugs,
like steroids, out of it.

Page 6 - Nov. 2007

Fontbanner

A 'Top Gun' From Inside Men's Volleyball
Dan Koehler
Staff Writer
Indian Ocean. Present
day. An elite team arrives
on the deck of an aircraft
carrier. This is not their final
destination, though. Next
stop: Miramar, California.
Fightertown, USA—or
as some call it, St. Louis,
Missouri. They are the top
one percent of all Division III
male volleyball athletes. The
best of the best. Assembled
for one goal: to win a D III
National Championship
in their first year of NCAA
affiliation because there are
no points for second place.

Cue Kenny Loggins’s
“Danger Zone.”
The crux of the team is its
senior leadership. Call sign
“Maverick,” or Dan Koehler,
is a senior, middle hitter
(and strikingly handsome
if this reporter may say so).
This “Maverick” is not a
loner though. He is a team
player and enjoys belting out
accapella renditions of old
Righteous Brothers songs
whenever possible. Battle as
he may with internal demons,
he takes his frustration out
on the ball and plays with
heart and hustle. That’s
what makes him dangerous.
Mark Wilhite is the second

“Potter” from page 4
are to have my players play
to the best of their abilities
and finish the season over
.500, winning one more game
than they lose,” says Potter.

Ihe team’s roster is much
the same from last year,
but Potter will not have the
services of Chelsea Sickmann,
one of the best players from
last year’s squad. Sickmann
transferred to Wittenberg
University, in Springfield,
Ohio, but there is a funny
twist of fate. Katie Radeackar,
a midfielder, transferring
from Wittenberg University
to Fontbonne, will help
lessen the loss of Sickmann...

senior; call sign “Jester.”
fhis nickname was earned
because “Jester” teaches and
mentors the younger players
with his determination and
insight, both on and off the
court, fhe final senior, Don
Tebeau, is better known as
“Slider.” This aviator has
flashy moves. Whether he
is flexing his favorite pose or
tipping a back-row attack,
he is a force to be reckoned
with. And do not be fooled
by his non-pilot status,
his play speaks volumes.
Two juniors handle the bogeys
at 9 and 3 o’clock respectively,
DJ Kaiping (“Wolfman”)
and Matt Walkenhorst
(“Cougar”). While
“Wolfman”
Kaiping
is
not ’
yet
a
wellknown
pilot,
everyone
will know his name by the
end of the season. He may
still be learning the game, but
he is picking it up at Mach 3
speed. “Cougar” Walkenhorst
does not wig out like some
would propose; he patiently
waits for his opportunity to
make the opposing team pay
with his timely dig or ace.

hopefully. It appears as if
Wittenberg and the Lady
Griffins have traded players.

Returning players Jessica
Deutsch, Emilia Lubrano,
Rosie Patterson, Emily
Schallenberg, Danielle
Donze, and Emily Ruzika
will be dominating forces
on the team this year, along
with several other valuable
returning players. Other
key players vital to the Lady
Griffins’ success will be new
players Laura Baldridge,
Marisa and Avalon Williams,
Bridgette Riley, and Ohio
goalie Claire Kallio.
While the team plays their
regular season in the spring,

Cue Kenny Loggins’s
“Playing with the Boys.”

The sophomore tandem
patrols the skies at 4 and 7
o’clock. Kenny Buergler, call
sign “Ice Man,” is the team’s
starting setter. Though only
a sophomore “Ice” plays well
above his years. Its all in his
style, how he plays: ice cold.
He wears the opponent down
until they get bored, and then
BOOM, they do something

stupid and he
has them.
He also enjoys chomping on
his gum loudly. “Stinger,”
or Phil Barnowski, earns his
name from how he plays. He:
stings opponents when they
least expect it. His vertical
is legendary and surprises
everyone, except those
with him in Fightertown.
Transfer student, Eric

Meyer, has earned the call
sign “Hollywood.” This
comes from his glamorous
lifestyle and matching oncourt presence. He is the
team’s lone southpaw, and
this element causes teams to
compensate for his extreme
talents. Jake Buerke is the
final sophomore. “Charlie,”
as he is referred to, has
nothing complicated about
his relationship with the team.
In fact, he is the team joker
and also
one of the
hardest

workers.
He may not
J
have an advanced
? degree in aerodynamics
, J or an awkward tension
with another teammate
to remain nameless,
but he does have an
advanced knowledge for
the game of volleyball.
Rounding out the roster
are freshmen Beaden
Dedic (“Sundown”) and
Frank Scheetz (“Merlin”).
“Sundown” Dedic is always
willing to step up to the plate
when the team needs him, or

step up to the microphone
when “Maverick” is hitting
on the girl. “Merlin” Scheetz
steps up under the rest of
the crew and looks to play
a crucial role when the time
to dogfight comes upon
the crew. He is shaping up
to be a main player in the
offensive tactics of the team.
One pilot up in the air is
senior Devin Rightman,
call sign “Goose.” He has
earned this name because he
is currently dating a girl that
is way out of his league, and it
is not certain if he will get cut
or not. Only time will tell.

A team needs a coach. This
is where Matt “Viper”
Bright steps into the
cockpit. His tenacious
coaching style will whip his
team into shape during his
second coaching season.

Cue Berlin’s “Take
My Breath Away.”
That is just what this team
will do on the court, take
everyone’s breath away.
Don’t forget, anyone can be
their wingman anytime.

Making the Most of Fall
they played their two “fall
ball” games on October
13. One of those games
was against Lindenwood
University, who handed
the Lady Griffins a 13-0
defeat. The other, though,
was a 13-7 victory over
Missouri Baptist University.

Get a copy of the team’s
schedule and support the
Lady Griffins as they look
to improve during their
sophomore season. The
women’s lacrosse team
plays their home games at
Clayton’s Gay Field, located
in the heart of Clayton.
University senior Angie Conrad gets into the autumn mood by
picking out pumpkins at a pumpkin patch offHanley Road
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Student Shares Faith-Testing Experience
Cris Garcilaso
Guest Writer

fhe one and only thing I
can think of that would rock
my faith in God would be if
some tragedy or violent act
were to happen to my whole
immediate family, resulting in
their death. I have to pause as
I type that, it’s unthinkable.
I am one of those people who
believe the Bible is true, and
in it are essential truths for
life. I realize that there are
parables, personal accounts,
and promises of God in
there, but 1 also believe that
the Bible is a blueprint for
how to live your life. So,
when my family and I pray
every morning, we believe
that when the Bible says “no
weapon formed against you
shall prosper,” I believe it. I
don’t worry sick about my
kids or my husband because I
know that God is taking care
of them. Now 1 use wisdom,
I would not push my husband
over a cliff and expect God
to keep him from harm. I
just have faith in God and
his word to perform what
he says. Because I believe so
whole-heartedly in God and
his word, for some catastrophe
to happen that would remove
my family from me, would, I
think, rock me to my core.

So, hypothetically, I hope that
my first response would be to
go to the God that I trust in
so much. I am sure I would
question “why?” and
wonder about the
“what if s.” I
would search
my soul
and

wonder
if
there was
something
I did to bring
it on myself. These
questions would plague me
for a season, I am sure.
Past experience would suggest
to me that in a time of crisis
I would turn to my faith,
family, and church. I have

never experienced anything
so tragic that it made me
question my faith; rather,

Cris’s three boys clockwisefrom the
top, Zachary, Elijah, and Noah

when tragedy tried to come,
it only strengthened my faith
in God. One such example

is the time I found out that
my second son, Noah, was
not in my uterus but on my
tube—a tubal pregnancy. The
doctor showed me on the
sonogram how the
baby was not in
my uterus
and that
with
him

being
on my
tube it
was putting
me in great
danger. He wanted
me to go immediately to
the labor and delivery ward
and have him removed. I
was devastated. But, instead
of going to the fifth floor,
I went to church. I called
my husband and a few close

friends, and when they met
me at the alter, we prayed.
Five hours later, after the
doctor kept frantically calling
to tell me to get back to the
hospital, I asked for another
sonogram. The technician
who was performing the
sonogram asked me why I was
in there and I told her about
the tubal pregnancy. She
said, “I don’t know what you
are talking about, your baby
is in your uterus where he
belongs!” I have two pictures
from that day, one where
Noah was not in my uterus
and five hours later where he
is in my uterus! Talk about
faith building. This is just
one example of how when
trials came into my life, what
was meant to destroy my faith
in God only strengthened it.
So in retrospect, while such
a travesty would shake me
to my very being, I would
have to say that my faith
in God would be the only
thing to get me through
such an event; and with
the help of my family and
friends—though my faith
would certainly be tested—I
am confident that it would
only be stronger in the end.

University Celebrates Sukkot
Dominic Dimanche
StaffWriter

At first it was a stack of
plywood and branches, but
as the days past, more and
more materials and people
were surrounding it. Then,
seemingly overnight, a
medium-sized booth stood
next to Ryan hall; and just
as mysteriously, a week later
it disappeared. Where did
it go? Who made it? Why
was it made? And more
importantly, what was it?

The mystifying construction
was a “sukkah,” a Jewish
ritual artifact built during
the Jewish celebration
Sukkot as part of an ageless
tradition. This practice
was brought to Fontbonne
University’s campus as part
of the dedicated semester,
which focuses on Jewish
history, literature, and
culture. Sukkot is a festival of
thanksgiving that marks the
autumn harvest time. The
whole event is devoted to
giving thanks for the wealth
of life that comes from a

good harvest. Sukkot was
originally done to celebrate
the end of the harvesting
season and give thanks to
God for the large bounty.

On Sukkot, dwellings
called sukkah are built. The
history of the dwelling goes
back to the harvesters of
biblical times. Once the
crops ripen, the farmers
had a small window of time
to harvest their food. In
order to make as much of
daylight as possible to this
end, they built temporary

booths to shave off traveling
time. The sukkah also came
to symbolize the temporary
shelters built by their
ancestors during their forty
year trek through the desert.
The heart of the Sukkot
festival is giving thanks to
God for a good harvest.
Since people today have
supermarkets, it is hard to
picture a life where a small
harvest or a drought could
spell famine and death for the
entire community. Modernday Sukkot festivals serve

as a reminder that there are
places in this world that live
or die by the next harvest.
This is supported by Jewish
teachings stating that, as the
caretakers of God’s world,
different human communities
must take care of each other.

The sukkah’s design is
simplicity exemplified. It
consists of at least three
sides and a roof made of
tree branches in a simple
latticework. The walls can
See “Sukkot” page 9
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Defending the Faith
Alyson Dykes
Guest Writer
In todays society, it has
been my experience that
expressing personal beliefs
and love for faith or religion
is not always the easiest and
most comfortable thing for
teenagers and young adults to
do. This, 1 think, is at least in
part due to a powerful social
stigma that has been placed
on Christians (teens and
young adults in particular)
who confidently convey
their beliefs or their religiousbackgrounds. Increasingly, I
see believers becoming more
and more cautious about
revealing their religious
identities—even though for
some it is what wholly defines
them. It is my opinion that
skeptics, or even people who
may have fallen away from
the practice of their own
faith, constantly put pressure
on high school and college
students to put their belief
system on the “back burner.”
I find it heart-rending to see
this happen or experience it
firsthand, but for many teens

and young adults, especially
when put under pressure,
it is a lot easier to listen to
other people who seem to
have control over their lives
without having the additional
guidance of faith or religion.

The question in my mind
remains; are these people
who put their faith on hold
truly happy, and do they
have stable control over their
lives? Some tell me that they
are happy, and they do have
control—that they have,
at one point in their lives,
acknowledged their beliefs
and do not have to show faith
in their daily interactions (or
at all) because deep down,
under everything in their life,
their faith is there. I wonder,
though, is their faith really
there? Is it really underneath
the school exams, student
organization meetings, and
that all-important date
with a significant other?
It is not just the people that
step into our lives who have
the power to distract us from
our faith as spiritually active
teens and young adults.

Yes, they can influence and
even convince us to put
our religious convictions at
the end of our list, but the
hustle and bustle of even one
single school day—much
less a college career, job,
extracurricular activities,
family, and an attempt at a
social life—can be enough to
distract anyone from living
the life of a Christ-follower...
and working towards the
ultimate goal of a Christian,
which is to one day live an
eternal life with God.
I have grown up in the
Catholic Church my entire
life. I have been tempted, like
many young adults out there,
to not put much emphasis
on my belief in the Catholic
Church and to put God
second (or third or fourth
or last). I can honestly say
that when that happened,
I felt I was being attacked
for my religious beliefs. All
religions have been (and still
are today) persecuted for their
practices, ways of worship,
or the way they encourage

their community of believers
to live their daily lives.
The slightest push by anyone
to encourage me to set God
aside is a red flag. What
am I supposed to “get”
out of forgetting God and
experiencing “life” without
any connection to my
religious background? I do
not foresee anything positive
out of an experience like that.
For me, it does not work or
make sense. No one has the
authority to tell me how to
live my life, especially when
it comes to the discussion
of my own religion.
Some will argue that it is
easy to forget God when you
have such a chaotic schedule,
especially living the life of a
college student. They would
say that it does not matter
anyway, because God is always
in your life, even when you
are not acknowledging Him.
But I cannot put God aside
when, without His guidance
and inspiration embedded in
my religious beliefs, I would
not be able to get through
a tough semester or make

the best decisions—be it
is something life-altering
or something small.

I feel that, as a Christian, the
key is to make a conscious
effort to express who you are
as a Christian, not to ignore
your faith by replacing it with
temporary matters. I will
never forget a lesson from my
Confirmation class: a part
of being confirmed meant
that I was accepting the
challenge of being a Soldier
of Christ, to defend my faith
in any way that I could.
Being honest with myself
on a personal level about
where I am in this spiritual
journey of life is a good
starting point to think about
any time my faith, whatever
that may be, is challenged.
To me, it is important for
teens and young adults to
stay persistent in their faith,
especially when questioned
or challenged. A big part
of the Christian faith, to
me, is answering those
questions without anger and
without denying your faith,
but with Christ’s love.

Freshman Demonstrates During One-Day Event
University freshman Claire
Kallio recently participated
in a one-day event addressing
one of the most controversial
issues in society today. “I
took a vow to be completely
silent for one day in order
to bring attention and pay
respect to the 4,000+ babies
who are silenced each day
in the name of choice,” says
Kallio. “1 registered through
www.silentday.org and made
some flyers that explained
why I was silent. I also
made a hoodie that on the
front of it said “Silence for
the Silenced, 10.23.07.”’
Kallio was surprised when she
did not receive any obvious
disapproval from people on
campus, as there is such a
powerful opposition between
people who are pro-life and
people who are pro-choice.
“'I’m not really sure what I

expected... questions, maybe
people to debate. But there
wasn’t anything really negative
from anyone. There were a
lot of compliments all day,
though,” says Kallio. “For
about 22 hours 1 didn’t talk,
text, e-mail, or Facebook at
all. Ihere was just a lot of
praying throughout the day.”
When asked if her endeavor
was a difficult one, Kallio
responds, “The day wasn’t
really about... not talking.
It was more about letting
as many people as possible
know of this great sadness
and trying to educate as
many people as possible. A
lot of people said they hadn’t
known that 50 million was
America’s current death toll.
I hope that through my
participation in Silent Day,
helped change someone’s
mind about abortion.”

Freshmen Claire Kallio in the Silencefor the Silenced" hoodie that she wore during her participation in Silence Day.
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Students Consider 'Being' at Metanoia
Krista Brown
Staff Writer
Fifteen University students
and a student leadership
group of nine participated in
the University’s 3rd Annual
Metanoia Retreat, offered
through Campus Ministry.
The retreat was held in
October at the Marianist
Retreat Center in Eureka,
Missouri. The retreat, held for
the third time since the spring
2006 semester, provided
students with a weekend to
escape the chaos of everyday
life and an opportunity to
fully devote time to their
persona] spiritual growth.

“Increasingly, people... and
especially college students,
I think... are overstressed,
overworked, and over
involved,” says Director of
Campus Ministry, Tony
Mravle. “When you’re so
busy ‘doing,’ you don’t
stop to consider how you’re
‘being.’ This yearly retreat
provides the opportunity for
students to step outside of
their busy lives and step into
an environment where they
can re-examine their life and
ask questions,” says Mravle.
And students did just that.
Retreatants were separated
into small groups, each
group having a leader who
helped guide them through
the activities and discussions
during this weekend away.
Throughout the retreat, there
were motivational talks given
by members of the leadership
group, guest speakers, skits,
group activities, a praise and
worship concert, time for
prayer and devotion, and
free time to hang out with
fellow students or explore
the beautiful grounds of the
retreat center. The location
was another highlight of the
weekend and seemed to fit
the needs of the University
staff and students perfectly,
according to those on the trip.

“This year’s location was
really amazing,” says Mravle.
“It was beautiful and very
comfortable. The facilities
were nice, the staff was

helpful and friendly, and
the food was great. It was
a really beautiful place.”
“1 think the retreat center
really helped the retreat be
such a success, because it was
such a relaxing place to be,”
says senior Angie Schmidt, a
group leader for Metanoia.
“The group that experienced
Metanoia this year was a
small but mighty group, and
I was completely amazed
by the strength they had.
They were inspirational.”

Sarah Schumacher, Assistant
Director of Campus Ministry,
took over the task of
coordinating the leadership
team for this year’s retreat.
“It was a very rewarding
experience, and the students
really put a lot of work
into it,” says Schumacher.
“A task like this is always
challenging because it takes
a lot of time, commitment,
and cooperation. In the
end, it was all worth it. The
team did a fabulous job.”

University sophomore Mary
Gould was part of this
committed team. “Being part
of the core team was very
different from my experience
in being a retreatant, and it
was extremely rewarding,”
says Gould. “I loved taking
part in planning, putting
it all together, and then
standing back and watching
the students enjoy themselves,
learn, and have fun.”

During the weekend retreat,
the group explored several
different approaches to
personal spirituality. The
practice of prayer was opened
up to different methods,
such as “corporate prayer,”
lead by Schumacher, “prayer
journaling,” lead by Mravle,
meditation, lead by Adam
Wright, and scripture-based
prayer, lead by senior Ashley
Brown. Students’ ideas
about religion, God, and
their personal beliefs were •
challenged and discussed, and
many say the retreat expanded
their spirituality to new levels.
“My first year in being
a leader on this retreat

really deepened my faith
personally,” says sophomore
Betsy Paszkiewicz, a small
group leader on the retreat.
“The entire group built a
community during Metanoia,
and I think that in some way,
each person was encouraged
to consider their faith through

the retreat was open to
other beliefs and practices.
“One of the things that
is very important to us at
Campus Ministry is being
welcoming to students of
all faith backgrounds,” says
Mravle. “A big part of what
we want to do through this

retreat every year is to meet
students where they are and
provide a comfortable place
for them to do what they
want to do, whether it’s
praise and worship, prayer,
contemplation, reflection,
or just relaxation.”

The Metanoia #3 retreat leadership team at the Marianist Retreat Center in Eureka.

the experience. God touches
people in different ways, and I
definitely think God touched
a lot of people on this retreat.”

Sophomore Monica
Ellebracht was a first-time
Metanoia retreatant, and
says her favorite part of the
weekend retreat was the
music. “Praise and worship
was my favorite part. I find
God through music, and
it really pumped me up to
sing and dance along with
everyone,” says Ellebracht.
“This experience reminded
me that God should be
first in my life, no matter
how tired or busy I am.”

Although the University has
a Catholic identity—shared
by the staff in Campus
Ministry—the students in
this group of retreatants were
from a variety of spiritual
backgrounds. Although
certain Catholic practices
were observed during the
weekend (Priests were present
for confession or student
counseling, the lighting of
the Christ Candle, etc.),

“Sukkot” from page 7
be made of wood, metal, or
other common materials.
In the tradition of Sukkot,
the sukkah is built to be
inhabitable for as long as is
needed. The reason for this is
so that people become aware
of the fragility of life and
become better in touch with
nature in order to understand
their own mortality and the
bond humans share with
the universe. Living in
the sukkah, exposed to the
elements, cold, and darkness
makes people further grasp
their true place in nature and
the need to help those who
still reside in sukkah-like
huts, facing the hardships
of such a life everyday.
Rabbi Michael Alper headed
the Sukkot event. Rabbi
Alper is the director of
education for the Central
Reform Congregation,
which is an open and diverse
community organization
comprised of people with
various backgrounds and
faiths. During the dedication,

he spoke of what the sukkah
represented, and how the
event of Sukkot challenged
people all across the world
to help their fellow man in
times of need. Afterwards,
the structure remained where
it was for a week. Inside the
sukkah were twigs, leaves,
and several oranges with only
a humble cloth acting as a
surrogate door to the booth.
Visitors that stood in the
booth noticed that the stars
barely peeked through the
branch-laden roof of the hut.
Every strong gust of wind
made the cloth door billow
and sway, trapping every chill.
The whole experience drove
home how it might feel to live
in a similar environment every
day. However, at week’s end,
the sukkah disappeared just
as suddenly as it appeared.
With the passing of the
Sukkot festival came the end
of the sukkah itself. Though
the festival was over, the
lessons of fellowship and
the need to help others was
instilled in the hearts and
minds of all who attended.
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Intelligent Design, Not So Intelligent
Jennifer Bukovic
Layout/Headline Editor

In 1925, John Scopes went on
trial for teaching evolutionary
theory in a Tennessee public
school. More than eighty years
later, public schools across the
United States are still debating
the inclusion of intelligent
design, the concept that living
organisms are best explained
by an intelligent cause rather
than by the gradual process
of natural selection, and
the theory of evolution in
science classrooms. Science
textbooks were replaced in
some school districts with
books that did not include
the theory of evolution,
and one school district in
Georgia forced students to use
books marked with a sticker
claiming that evolution is
“a theory, not a fact.” This
phrase, contrasting theory and
fact, is a common semantic
error applied by proponents
of creationism. In science, a
theory is an observation and
a logical explanation of
that observation
through a
testable
model
and
empirical
evidence. For example, the
observation of an apple falling
from a tree is scientifically
explained through the theories
of universal gravitation
and general relativity.
Parents and school officials in
some states are urging schools
to teach Intelligent Design in
science classrooms alongside
the theory of evolution. This
goal has nothing to do with
scientific advancement and
everything to do with an
agenda to indoctrinate public
school children with religious
thought in science class.

Intelligent Design is not a
respected scientific theory and
is, at its best, a pseudoscience.
Its inclusion in science
instruction undermines
the integrity of scientific
education in public schools.
Religious views should
not be taught in class as

fact or as scientific theory,
and religious opposition
to scientific theory is not
acceptable justification for
removing respected scientific
theory from the classroom.
Intelligent Design does not
even qualify as a scientific
hypothesis. What is and is
not science is determined
by trained scientists,
not by fundamentalist
religious parents of local
school children.
Faith is required in order to
accept Intelligent Design.
Faith, by definition, defies
empirical observation and
thus has no place within any
science. This is not to say
that science and faith are
exclusively opposed to each
other. For some individuals,
science and faith

coexist. Even
the Catholic
Church

^^til

models do make specific
predictions that can be tested
against evidence, they fail the
tests. Asking for equal time
is asking for non-science to
be taught in science classes.”
Where science seeks to answer
the mysteries of the world
around us, creationism shrugs
its shoulders. Faith or no,
any rational person searches
for logical explanations to
the observable world.

lack of understanding of the
theory of evolution and the
scientific process is evident
in many of the arguments
against the teaching of
evolution. Furthermore,
disproving evolution does
not offer an ounce of validity
for the creationist argument.
It is illogical to claim that
disproving one idea offers
proof of the other.
Creationists also claim that
teaching only the theory of
evolution ignores alternative
explanations of the nature
of our origins. Evolution is
the only respected scientific
theory that offers insight into
the origins of life on Earth at
this time. If another theory
surfaced with
equal or
greater

Creationists argue that
the theory of evolution is
weakened by potential faults.
All substantial scientific
theories evolve as scientists
gather more extensive
information. The theory of
evolution, like the theory

4
*
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accepts the
J
theory of evolution
by attributing the
1
process to God.
However, faith cannot
be used in place of
scientific method.
Doing so begs to leave us
in a technological dark age.
Science attempts to answer
questions about the universe
and the origins of life through
rigorous testing while
Intelligent Design “theory”
is usually not subjected to
scientific testing—and when
it is, it falls short. Recent
scientific discoveries disprove
the major claims of intelligent
design proponents including
the argument of irreducible
complexity and their denial
of common descent. “The
teaching of creationism
does not belong in science
classes,” argues Mark Isaak,
author of The Counter
Creationism Handbook. “It is
based on personal belief, not
evidence... Where creation

S.

The Creation Museum
in Petersburg, KY, features
saddled dinosaurs and claims

that these creatures walked the
Earth with Adam and Eve. - Photo by William

of gravity
Clifford (http:llwww.fl.ickr. comlpeoplelwilliacl)
and atomic
theory, is regularly subject
scientific weight it would,
to intense examination
after rigorous examination,
by scientists and graduate
be embraced and attacked
students. When evidence
by excited scientists all
is found to contradict a
over the planet. That is the
particular aspect of a theory
fantastic difference between
it is replaced with the newer,
science and faith. When
more accurate information.
scientists are approached
This process strengthens
with contrary evidence the
the evidence supporting the
theories are changed to fit
theory. The fundamental
the evidence provided and
aspects of evolution are not
these changes are celebrated
controversial. Only the details
because they mark the
of the theory are controversial
discovery of new information.
and these topics are taught
The very nature of faith
at the graduate level because
urges the faithful to remain
extensive training in biological
so even in the midst of
science is required in order
overwhelming evidence
to understand what they
to suggest the opposite.
are about. A fundamental

Creationism is a product
of such faith. Regardless
of the overwhelming
evidence to support the
theory of evolution, some
individuals require an
alternative explanation of the
origins that supports their
established religious beliefs,
and creationism fits the bill.
It does not, however, meet
the criteria necessary to be
considered respected scientific
theory; and until it does,
it should remain outside
the realm of science class.
We have nothing to gain
by including faith-based
explanations of our origins
in science classes. Only
religious zealots who insist
on indoctrinating students
with religious belief in place
of science stand to gain from
this addition. Arguments
on the grounds of
faith are worthless
1
S
in the scientific
arena and to
teach students
worthless
pseudoscience as
scientific theory is to rob
them of the ability to think
critically and the opportunity
to understand nature and
the world around them.
Science class is the first place
students are taught to think
rather than to believe. Science
turns events that look like
magic to the untrained eye
into approachable, factual
explanations. Teaching
Intelligent Design does
the opposite by taking
approachable, factual
occurrences and explaining
them in magical, or faith
based terms. These faith
based claims undermine the
integrity of science instruction
and are better left at the door.

*/ use the terms intelligent
design and creationism
interchangeably because I, like
Judge John E. Jones III who
presided over the landmark
Kitzmiller v. Dover Area
School District case, do not
recognize a difference.
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AAC Camp: Augmenting the Lives of Children
for the CD and Deaf Ed
department, says, “What
makes this camp so cool is
that it’s the only one of its
kind in the Midwest. We
put a lot of work into this.
It’s probably the hardest
work we’ve ever done, but
also the most rewarding
thing we’ve ever done.”

Trish Schodrowski
StaffWriter
July is the peak time for
summer camp. Most children,
once free from rhe yoke of
their parents, run around
and participate in the various
organized activities prepared
for them by the harried
counselors. At one camp,
however, a little boy named
Paul preferred to wander
around by himself. He was
content to explore things
on his own, away from the
goings-on of the camp. He
did not run and scream like
the other children. In fact,
Paul rarely spoke at all.

Paul has autism, an affliction
that inhibits his ability to
interact with others and also
his ability to communicate.
He is not a child that a
counselor would typically
expect to show up for
summer camp. However,
this was no ordinary camp.

The Center for Teacher
and Therapist Education
sponsors the Department of
Communication Disorders
and Deaf Education to
hold a summer camp
called “It’s Showtime!” on

Children and volunteers from the AAC Camp. — Photo by Jan Johnson

July 20-22 with a theater
theme for children who use
augmentative and alternative
communication (AAC)
systems. These children,
like Paul, are nonverbal and
cannot communicate orally
due to a variety of physical
or neurological issues. Often
times, AAC users have never
participated in summer camp
because they are separated

from “normal” kids because
of their special needs. Barbara
Meyer, Associate Professor
and Clinic Director of the
CD and Deaf Ed department,
explains, “The camp gives
kids the opportunity to
experience normal social and
interactive activities and also
play with their siblings.”
The camp staff includes
University faculty and

CD and Deaf Ed graduate
students, who are assigned to
help out a certain child and
his family throughout the
weekend. Meals are served in
the Ryan building’s dining
hall, though the tables are
rearranged to allow maximum
mobility for campers who
require wheelchairs. Jan
Johnson, Assistant Camp
Director and Office Manager

The theater theme for the
July camp was a classic fairy
tale with a twist. Camp
directors helped the children
learn how to put on their
very own play, entitled
“The Three Little Pigs,
Extreme Home Makeover.”
Characters included Wolfie
Wolfson, Percival Porkrind,
and Moonbeam McHogg.
But for Paul, who was more
comfortable wandering
instead of standing still on
the stage, the counselors had
to cook up a special character
that would fit him. They
chose a butterfly so he could
wander around as he was
naturally inclined to do.

While the children enjoyed
their theater lessons, parents
were offered a workshop to
See “AAC” page 13

Flemming Gives University Goosebumps
Dan Koehler
StaffWriter

Now 1 am not a skeptic; I
am not a cynic. I believe
that a person really can stare
at a solar eclipse and not
go blind. There are also a
few items about which 1 am
impartial, such as leprechauns,
and ghosts. At least, I was
impartial until October 22.

On the Monday of my
revelation, the SGA Speaker
Series brought Chris
Flemming to campus.
Flemming is a worldrenowned paranormal
investigator. He has his own
show on the Biography
Channel entitled “Dead
Famous” in which he visits
sites where famous people

have died. Flemming was
touring the country to speak
at colleges when he made a
pit stop in the DSAC Caf’.

Flemming explained his
paranormal expertise by
retelling stories of his
childhood. His first encounter
occurred when he was six
years old. He awoke in
the middle of the night to
discover two floating mists
hovering above his bed. “They
seemed to be playing with
one another,” Flemming said.
Once one of the mists realized
he could see it, it moved
about a foot in front of him.
It then transformed into an
eerie smiling face and winked
at him before disappearing.

The mists are just one type of
ghost Flemming encountered
as a child. He also told tales of
shadows, which pave him rhe

most powerful experiences.
He remembered late one night
his father was in Flemming’s
room. As his father turned
around, Flemming saw a
shadowy figure behind his
dad. Flemming tried to alert
his father, who saw nothing.
Startled, Flemming ran into
his parents’ bedroom and
climbed into their bed; all
the while the shadow lurked
beside him. It faded away
several minutes later. The
experience led Flemming
to the realization that he
had special abilities to
communicate with the dead.

Later in his adolescence,
Flemming experimented
with EVP, which are voice
recordings of spirits. He
explained that since ghosts
do not have vocal cords,
they transmit noises by

affecting different frequencies
to pitches inaudible to the
human ear. His first saved
recording is of his late
grandmother. The audio
recording began with young
Flemming describing standing
over his grandmother’s grave.
What happened next was
the first of many audience
freak-outs. Flemming paused
and an elderly woman was
heard in the background
asking, “What did you say?”

The audience was further
disturbed by pictures of
past ghost hunts and several
video clips from Flemming’s
television show. One of the
most notable was a camera
that was set up in the
basement of a haunted house
See “Goosebumps”
on page 12

What's In
Your Bag?
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Two Professors Awarded for Excellence in Teaching
Kristi Schwartz
StaffWriter

Jaimette McCulley will not
drink diet soda. She also
claims that “all foods can fit,”
but don’t try telling that to
your trainer next time they
hassle you about eating that
McFlurry. McCulley is an
Assistant Professor of Dietetics
here at the University, and
she also happens to be the
winner of the Joan Goostree
Excellence in Teaching
award, which is awarded after
students nominate a professor.
“It’s a great honor to know
that my students put so
much time and effort into
this,” says McCulley. The
Dietetics program is housed
in the Human Environmental
Sciences department, and has
about 75 students. McCulley
has known that she wanted
to pursue this field since she
was about 14. She grew up
in small-town Illinois, not
far from St. Louis, before
earning a degree from
Eastern Illinois University.
McCulley then began a career
working in hospitals, which
led her to Barnes-Jewish
Hospital in St. Louis.

From there, she heard of
an open position here at
the University. At the time,
the University had the only

“Goosebumps” from page 11

that was turning on and off by
itself. Flemming was holding
a camera of his own, filming
the bizarre occurrence. He
even filmed himself turning
the possessed camera on and
off, and taking the battery out
of it; the camera still flickered.
After the lecture, the crowd
dispersed until about 15
people remained. Over 40
new people arrived to follow
Flemming on a Ryan Hall
ghost hunt. He led the
tour up to the fourth floor
where he had the students
sit down in the middle of
the hallway. He walked up
and down the hallway with
a light-up device that detects
changes in frequencies and

dietetics program in the
area, so she applied and
was immediately hired.
McCulley will tell you that
she is never bored at the
University. “There’s always
a new project to become a
part of, or a new committee
to join,” says McCulley. It
seems she has become quite
at-home; when asked where
she sees herself in ten years,
she replied, “I never thought
I’d have a job that I loved
enough to stay ten years...
but I think I’ll still be here
at Fontbonne another ten!”

Perhaps it is her love for her
field and the University that
influenced her students to
nominate her for this award.
“I like the mission and the
values here, and the small
town vision this school has,”
she says. While modest,
McCulley hopes she knows
why her students worked
so hard to help her achieve
this award—“I hope it’s
because my students know
I care a lot about them, and
I can help them connect
to the area of dietetics that
they want to pursue.”

McCulley also tries to tell a
lot of stories, explaining why
her students need what she is
teaching and where they can
apply their knowledge later.

energies. Flemming thought
he found something, so he
tried to make the apparition
make a noise or light up
his device. Then, a knock
was heard coming from the
opposite end of the hallway.
At first, the investigator
chalked it up to maintenance
or public safety. But a few
minutes later there were more
knocks. This time, Flemming
sent a student down the
stairwell to determine if
anyone was there or on the
floors below. The student
reported seeing no one.

Suddenly, Flemming
disappeared down a little
cubby for several minutes
and did not return. The
students in the middle of

Jaimette McCulley, winner ofthe Joan Goostree Excellence in Teaching award. — Photo by Kristi Schwartz

McCulley is a Professor of
Dietetics, but she does not
live off of lettuce and water.
She drinks real soda (Coke is
her favoring. and may even
snack on the occasional hot
dog at Cardinals games. She
also spends a lot of time with
her two daughters Rachelle
and Lauren. She resides in
O’Fallon, Illinois with her
girls and her husband, Larry.

So what’s next for Jaimette?
She loves teaching, so she
will probably be here for
some time, but she has
another goal that she has
yet to attain. She wants to

the hallway began to get
restless. I decided to go
check on him and several
students he took with him.

When I arrived at the cubby,
I saw Flemming and the
students in the bathroom.
I heard him ask a question,
and I saw the device light
up. We asked questions
for several more minutes,
during which the spirit we
spoke with identified itself
as a former math professor.
The spirit then started
answering with contradictory
responses. It was then that
Flemming determined more
than one spirit was present.
Flemming sent everyone out
into the hallway again and
tried to hear more knocking,

publish a book, something
she has wanted to do since
she was about fourteen. “It
will be something related
ro maXEiijriD,.” she jays, “Kur
I have time to finish it.”
McCulley is a busy woman,
but she always has time for
her students—much like
another faculty member,
Kathleen Schwarting. Spend
a while with Schwarting
and you will get an idea of
just how much she loves
helping her students here.
Perhaps this is why she
too was nominated for the
Joan Goostree Excellence in

but nothing happened.
Some students thought
they heard a sound on the
opposite end of the hallway,
so Flemming took me and
another student to investigate.

We walked all of the way
down the hall, and nothing
came up. So, we turned
around and headed back. All
of a sudden, as I took a step
over the threshold of a door,
every single hair on my body
stood on end and I got the
biggest goosebumps I have
ever had in my life. My mind
went blank. I turned to the
door and saw a sign above
it that read “Roof Access.”
Flemming and I turned to
one another, knowing that
we both felt it. Flemming

Teaching award. She teaches
Educational Psychology
part-time, as well as a course
on classroom assessment,
which ednearion Arndems
take. She is also the Director
of the Career Builders
Program, which is full-time.

Schwarting began teaching
in Omaha, Nebraska and
has worked as a math and
Spanish teacher as well—her
majors at Wayne State. Most
of Schwarting’s career has
been spent working in urban
schools, and she was involved
See “Award” on page 15

pulled out his device and
began communicating
with another spirit. We
determined that the ghost
was a Sister of St. Joseph.
By this time, it was nearly
midnight. For his finale,
Flemming tried to get the
spirit to rattle the door
handle. After several moments
the handle rattled, much
to the bewilderment of
everyone able to see it.
By the end of the night, all in
attendance experienced the
paranormal firsthand. I was
right behind Flemming all
night—with him when each
spirit spoke. Afterwards, I
did not sleep for two straight
nights, and the fourth floor of
Ryan still gives me the creeps.

Red Carpet Makes Miracles
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Hollywood-themed trivia night raises
money for Children's Miracle Network.

Page 13 - Nov. 2007

Fontbanner

The Road to Fontbonne
Trish Schodrowski
Staff Writer
Amid tidy rows of forms that
line her office on the third
floor of the Science building,
Dr. Sarah Huisman prepares
to observe her first advising
week at the University. Other
brand-new teachers might
be frantic with the stress of
scheduling and guiding their
equally frenzied students.
She, however, approached
the challenge with the quiet
confidence of one accustomed
to the biannual process. It
is just another step in the
extensive journey that led
Dr. Huisman to her current
position as Assistant Professor
and Director of the Early
Childhood Program in the
Human Environmental
Sciences (HES) department.
A seasoned traveler, Huisman
believes she has found a
solid base for her career.
“I’ll be here as long as
they’ll have me,” she says.

Huisman was born in
Anchorage, Alaska, and later
moved to Arizona with her
family. She attended Northern
Arizona University as an
undergraduate, then traveled
to San Diego for graduate
work. Ihe last stop was St.
Louis, where she achieved her
Ph.D. at the University of
Missouri St. Louis (UMSL).
Huisman’s doctorate thesis,
entitled “Efficacy of New
Teachers,” was a research
study that followed a group
of 600 students. Her work
investigated a phenomenon
claiming that as classroom
experience increased for
student teachers, they
became unsure of their
teaching abilities. The study
also investigated how lessexperienced student interns
seemed to exhibit stronger
self-confidence than the
more-experienced student
teachers. Huisman explains,
“I compared last semester
seniors who were about to
start their student teaching
to see why interns are more
confident than student
teachers. My results showed
that the more experience,
rhe less confident vou are.”

Following her doctorate,
Huisman became a staff
member at UMSL. During
her three-year stay, she
compared the St. Louis
suburban and urban
environments and how the
types and number of books in
the home affected childhood
education. She said the survey
of 350-400 families showed
“Most urban kids were at a
disadvantage from the getgo.” This year, the UMSL
program went back to the
urban families to promote
greater literacy development.
Huisman spearheaded a
mentoring program for new
urban teachers based on the
results from her doctorate
research. A three-year grant
from Boeing enabled her
to establish a model to
encourage effectiveness
or “efficacy” among new
teachers. The program,
which she describes as “much
more than just pep-talks,”
was a success and is now in
its fourth year at UMSL.

A new teacher at the
University, Huisman is aware
of her own efficacy. Current
projects such as promoting
early childhood research on
campus as well as conference
presentations at the National
Association for the Education
of Young Children (NAEYC)
help her stay in touch with
current developments in
the field. She says, “I feel I
have enough teaching and
research experience to be
confident in my ability.
The whole idea of being
efficacious is very important.”

A colleague at UMSL
informed Huisman of the
HES job opening, though
the switch from a large
university to a much smaller
one seemed tricky at first. She
says the support of her new
colleagues helped her settle
into the new environment.
“It was a really big challenge
to go from a huge class to a
small setting, but I think it’s
great, and a lot different than
a school of 13 [thousand]
to 15,000,” Huisman said.

Dr. Cheryl Houston, chair
and associate professor of
the HES department, says
Huisman is transitioning
to the rhythm of the
University very well.
“Students have warmed up
to her quickly; she’s very
approachable and very
familiar with her material.”
Huisman realizes the upsides
of working in a smaller
setting. “You do get to
know your students and
your colleagues,” she said
enthusiastically. “Whereas
at UMSL, I couldn’t learn
everyone’s name in the

three years I was there.
There were over 100 people
in my department.”

Huisman admits that the
University’s size has great
advantages for the students,
as well. “I feel cheated. I
want to go back and redo
my undergrad in a small
school,” she admits wistfully.
As it stands, her plate is a little
full for such an undertaking.
She is still involved in the
teacher-mentoring program
at UMSL and consults school
districts once a week. Aside
from work, she and her

husband are in the midst
of cataloguing their own
journeys throughout the
country. “My husband and I
are on a mission to travel to
all 50 states. We’re up to 17.”
In addition to the final 33
states, four student teachers,
and frequent sprints around
campus (she is a former
marathon runner), Dr.
Huisman also instructs
the following classes: HES
230 Infant and Toddler
Development, HES 336
Parent Education, and HES
431 Dynamics of Early
Childhood Curriculum.

Dr. Sarah Huisman working hard in her new office, —photo by Trish Schodrowski

“AAC” from page 11
discuss special education
law, special nutrition needs
for their children, and
community and funding
resources. Many of the
families at the camp have
financial difficulties due to
medical expenses and the cost
of AAC devices. High-tech
speech boxes, which look like
miniature computers, can
cost $5,000 to $8,000. For
this reason, the AAC camp
is offered at no cost to the
families. Clayton Hotel foots
the bill for the meals, and
activities are funded by the
University. Johnson says, “It
costs us $13,000 to $15,000
for camp, and all the families
have to do is get here.”

The demand for the AAC
camp nearly surpasses the
University’s ability to fund
it through various grants.

Johnson says, “Within ten
minutes of sending out the
e-mail invites for the camp,
we get enough families for
three camps. With more
funding and advertising,
we could probably hold
them once a month
because they are so rare.”
The families that do manage
to secure spots for the camp
realize its rarity. “They are
all so grateful, we get thankyou notes,” Johnson says.
The camp ends on a Sunday,
when everyone comes
together to watch the children
perform. Once the play
ended, camp counselors held
a special awards ceremony,
giving all of the children
special trophies for their
acting skills. Afterwards, the
parents got the chance to give
the camp directors feedback
about the weekend. Johnson

says, “Two dads came up and
said that they loved that we
[the camp] allowed their kids
to be who they are, and let
them express themselves.”
For Paul, he had the chance
to wow the audience as the
perfect butterfly, moving
gently across the stage,
around the audience, and
back again, participating
in the play in his own way
without anyone making him
do anything out of character.
He even won a trophy for
capturing the essence of the
butterfly in his performance.

Though funding limits keep
the AAC camp from being
offered monthly, the CD
and Deaf Ed department
plans to host a spooky fall
theater camp on October
26-28, featuring the play
“The Missing Muskrat
at Mudstone Manor.”
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The Secret Lives of Bags
Laura Reilly
Guest Writer

The usual question is, “What
lurks in the hearts of men?”
But the more interesting
questioning is, “What lurks
in the depths of men’s (and
women’s) bags?” 1 conducted
an extremely unscientific
survey of University faculty
and staff to see what people
carry from day to day. Beyond
the usual pens and notebooks,
the answers may surprise you.

Dominic Dimanche
sometimes travels with his
music—not just one CD,
but 3-5. Viva Variety! He
also regularly subverts the
vending machines and their
money-munching habits by
carrying his own snacks.

Mary Maxfield, just like me,
is a devotee of office supplies
of all kinds—including a
growing collection of pens.
She also collects Finding
Nemo ChapStick and is
thereby prepared for any
dry-lip emergency.
Professor Brooke, in
keeping with lip care, is well
equipped with 19 varieties
of lip cosmetics, both stick
and gloss. She also keeps the
fortunes from her Chinese
dinners—five at last count.

Chris Rigsby has a pair of
pliers in his gym bag, ensuring
that he can fix any problems
that arise throughout the day.
Professor Moore, a man
after my own heart when
it comes to food, notes he

does not carry a bag, but if
he did, he would have an
extra chicken sandwich with
him—an excellent idea.
Professor Shapiro’s purse is
a portable shrine; it contains
a tiny statuette of Hanuman,
the Hindu Monkey God.
Katelyn Cunningham
carries an abundance of
bobby pins in her purse—she
even has a special case for
them, a very charming
(and very vintage) touch.

Mandy Rampold wins the
award for the most eclectic
collection. She has two poker
chips, a picture of Ira Glass
with a heart sketched around
his face, and my favorite, “A
Brief Guide to Performing
Emergency Appendectomies.”

I don’t know if Mandy was a
Girl Scout, but it seems she
must always be prepared.

sheets—breaks between
classes are perfect for picking
spells for my half-Elf Druid.

In the spirit of discovery,
I also decided to conduct
an excavation of my own
backpack. I unearthed five
pairs of earrings—they get too
heavy halfway through the
day, you see—a back issue of
Doll Reader Magazine, Bon
Jovi’s “Slippery When Wet”
on CD, and some Dungeons
and Dragons character

I can’t count the amount of
jokes I’ve heard about women
and their purses (okay, me and
my purse), nor can I count
the amount of articles I’ve
seen in my sister’s magazines
about de-duttering purses.
But after what I’ve learned, I
think maybe it’s not a woman
thing, it’s a pack rat thing.

and I am going to have as
much fun as I can!” said
Dan Koehler, senior.

night!” said Kathryn Palacios.
It seemed hard for students
to leave as the night wrapped
up and everyone made their
way out to the front to start
catching the buses to take
them back to the University.

Mystery Masquerade Still a Mystery
Megan Boschert
Staff Writer
Friday was unlike any other
day on campus. Students
were excited for the de
mystification of the Mystery
Masquerade. All any
students could hear about
was buzz concerning where
the event would be held.
Everyone asked, “Where
is it going to be? What
is the name of place?”

As students scurried home
or back to their dorms to get
ready, no one had any idea
what was to come that night;
the expectation was like that
of a child on Christmas Eve
waiting for Santa Claus to
drop-off presents. Campus
was alive as students filtered
back to wait for the buses
that would take them to
the secret location.
Some hurried to wait for the
first bus, which was scheduled

to arrive at 7:30, while others
ventured up to the dorms
and did a little pre-partying.
The students taking the
first bus would call those
staying behind to let them
know the secret location.
“After the first bus goes,
everyone knows where the
location is. It kind of takes
the fun out of it, but I like
to stay back and hang with
my friends. I mean this is my
last Mystery Masquerade,

This year the masquerade was
held at the Moulin, located
off Chouteau. The last two
buses left at 8:00 and 8:30,
respectively, and filled the
venue with an estimated 150
students. Students could
feel the ground shake from
the bass of the speakers and
see the bright colors of the
lights on the dance floor.
“I felt like a celebrity when I
was walking in. There was so
much going on. The music
was the first thing I noticed,
and I could not wait to get
out there to start dancing,”
said junior Kim Bush.
Many people ran over to the
bar to grab a quick drink
and make their way out to
the dance floor. Most would
stay there all night. Moulin
turned into a huge dance
party as the DJ spun all
different kinds of music, from
80’s classics to the latest hits.

University students dancing and enjoying themselves at the Mystery Masquerade, -photo by Dan Koehler

“This was my first Masquerade
that I have gone to. I figured
I would go this year, because
I was a senior and I am really
glad I did. I had so much
fun. It was an unforgettable

Once everyone arrived
back on campus the party
continued; like many other
Masquerades, the traditional
after party began after the
dance. Some made their
way to after parties to keep
the party going, while
others stumbled back to
their rooms and laid their
heads down for the night.
Monday morning rolled
around. After a long
weekend, and a party that
was so much fun, many of
the students drug their feet
while looking half-alive as
they stumbled to class.

As students stood around
Monday morning in the
DSAC talking about how
much fun they had Friday
night at the Mystery
Masquerade, the common
question was, “Yeah, what
was the name of the place
again?” So in the end the
Mystery Masquerade retained
some of its mystery.
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Tinsel Town Comes to Trivia Night, Benefits Children's Miracle Network
he was unaware that the
theme of the trivia night was
Hollywood. He said he had
not seen any movies made
after the 1990’s, admitting
he might not be much help.
The five time Jeopardy!
champion added (modestly)
that he is “pretty good” at
general trivia; and despite
his lack of self-confidence,
the purchase of Dr. Burgo
proved to be a worthy
investment, as the team won
with a landslide victory.

Participants discuss answers at University’s Trivia Night. — Photo by Jennifer Bukovic

Jennifer Bukovic
Layout/Headline Editor

Betsy Paszkiewicz kept score
on a large white board.

Fontbonne students in
evening gowns met the crowd
of eager trivia participants at
the doors of DSAC for this
year's Hollywood-themed
Trivia Night to benefit
Children’s Miracle Network.
Gold tinsel surrounded
the projector screen on
which participants read
the questions and watched
video-hints, including
movie quote readings from
student Bill Ellis and clips
from Disney films, for topics
including “Books as Movies,”
“Classic Films,” “Disney,”
and “Actors and Actresses.”
’lire glamorously dressed
Bill Ellis, Mary Gould,
and Alyson Dykes acted as
the panel of judges while

The Dance Marathon
Trivia Night was all about
raising money for the kids.
“Mulligans,” or free answers,
were sold to teams, and a
50/50 raffle was held during
the event to raise more
money for the children. As
the winner of the 50/50
drawing was announced,
the crowd began chanting,
“Give it back! Give it
back!”—and cheered when
he handed the prize money
back to the panel of judges.

“Award” from page 12
in what is now known as “No
Child Left Behind.” She later
received her master’s degree
in Educational Psychology
from the University of
Nebraska-Lincoln. When
asked why she enjoys
working at the University,
Schwarting replied, “It’s
large enough to have a lot
going on, but small enough
so that you can still get to
know just about everyone.”

Dr. Donald Burgo,
Chairperson of the History,
Philosophy, and Religion
Department, was pulled
onstage and auctioned
off as a teammate for the
highest-bidding team. Dr.

Working at the same school
as her husband may not hurt
either; Kathleen is married
to Gene Schwarting, also
a faculty member of the
University. The two have a
daughter who is an attorney
in Anchorage, Alaska. This
is great for the Schwartings,
as they love to travel. The
Pacific Northwest, Alaska,
and the Northeastern parts
of the U.S. are some of their
favorite places, says Kathleen.

Burgo apologized before the
bidding began, confessing

After entrance fees, mulligans,
the auction of Dr. Burgo,
and the 50/50 raffle, the
trivia night raised $1,092
for the Children’s Miracle
Network. Additional funding
will be raised on November
3, at Washington University.
The Dance Marathon is
twelve hours of music,

dancing, and fun—all to raise
money for the Children’s
Miracle Network. Last year’s
Dance Marathon event
raised over $120,000.

Ihe Children’s Miracle
Network is an alliance of
children’s hospitals in the
United States and Canada
that collectively treat
approximately 17 million
children annually. They
provide $2.5 billion of
uncompensated care for
children in need of organ
transplants, or those suffering
from cancer, pediatric AIDS,
and cystic fibrosis. For more
information about Children’s
Miracle Network and how
you can help, visit www.
childrensmiraclenetwork.org.

Panel ofjudges await answersfrom the teams at Trivia Night. — Photo by Jennifer Bukovic

She is an experienced
traveler, too—she and Mr.
Schwarting usually take roads
trips for three-to-four weeks
every summer. They have
driven to Nova Scotia, and
even Anchorage, which is
roughly 3,779 miles away!
Schwarting says going on
road trips gives them time to
talk, since they are often so
busy during the school year.
“It really is the neatest thing a
teacher can have happen,” she

explains. It is apparent when
speaking with Schwarting
that her real aim is to make a
difference. “When I worked
in Omaha, I could see that
I was making a difference.
Here, I still feel like I am
contributing to the impact
that my students will have
on their own classrooms
when they leave. I hope
they nominated me because
[they] understand that they
can always come talk to me.

I’ll work with them until
we both feel comfortable.”
Schwarting would be a great
person to talk with or get
advice from, and she has this
to say for all students: “Even
if a learning situation is not
ideal, there is something to be
learned from every situation.”
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Defending Ascending
Chris Schott
StaffWriter
To the Ryan Hall Elevator,

Look, I realize the stairs
are good exercise. J know
I’m out of shape—perhaps
even shapelier than J should
be—but 1 feel as though
getting to class on time
shouldn’t cost me my breath.
So then, I ask, why do you
keep breaking down? I don’t
feel that I abuse your service
in any way. If I’m going to
the fourth floor, I feel I have
a right to hitch a ride. The
third floor, depends how
I’m feeling—-but the second
floor, 1 mostly always use the

stairs... mostly. In fact, if
anyone should be broken, it’s
me. Like a rusty machine, I
grind my way up to the top
of Ryan Hall every day, the
Everest of the University.

On occasion, when you are
working, I push your call
button only to wait so long
my mind begins to wander:
“Am I overdue for an oil
change? How long do I have
to live? Milk, eggs, butter.”
Where do you go anyway?
Your options, no offense,
are severely limited. Oh
and while I’m riding, that
sarcastic death rattle at each

stop is not appreciated. Look,
all I ask is that you work.
Sincerely,

Breathless at Fontbonne

Dear Breathless at Fontbonne,

Where do you get off? No,
really, where do you get
off—I m tired of hauling you
around all the time. Life isn’t
easy for an elevator. And yes,
sometimes I need a break, so
I get broke. Have you ever
had fifteen smelly jocks, fresh
from lacrosse practice, cram
inside you to get to math
class? Have you ever had a

bratty kid jump inside, push
every single button on the
panel only to leave before
the door closes? Do you
think this wood paneling I
wear is a fashion statement?

Enjoy the stairs,
Ryan Hall Elevator

I know I’m “out of order”
often, but you have to
understand, I’m not like
those other elevators on
campus. I get used more, I
have further to go, and I’m
older. Sometimes, I feel like it
is time to retire. I’ll move to
a nice resort, maybe a Hilton,
a nice ocean view, carry some
vacationers who appreciate
my services instead of a bunch
of ungrateful college students.

Finding That Perfect Costume
Kristi Schwartz
StaffWriter

It's that time of year again;
scantily clad college girls
search for that perfect
cleavage-boosting outfit,
and guys scour Goodwill
to find an ensemble that
will get the most laughs.

It’s Halloween, folks.
Whether or not anyone
adheres to the standard, or
even likes Halloween at all,
it’s a great time of year to
lighten up and let loose.
Last year, I was Marilyn
Monroe, as I had been for
three consecutive years.
Cliche, I know, but hey, I
spent way too much on that
outfit to only wear it once.
While I’m never the only
Marilyn stumbling around,
I have seen some interesting
outfits out there. I found
Waldo, from the popular book
series, I saw someone attempt
to be Facebook, and I almost
always see the cereal killer—
someone wearing tiny cereal
boxes pasted onto an outfit
with knives stuck into them.
University sophomore Katie
Carbery says, “Halloween
kind of scares me, but its
fun because people get to
dress up and be crazy”-—as
if we needed an excuse—“I
don’t know what I’m going

to be though,” says Carbery,
“maybe a construction
worker or a cop.”
Ihere are tons of places to
find such outfits, usually
altered to be a little sassier
for the holiday. Do a simple
search on the internet and
there are even more crazy
ideas, like the “God’s gift to
Women” idea. Just wrap the
torso like a present, and attach
a tag and a bow that says TO:
Women, LOVE: God. I got
that one from BudgetlOl.
com, so it would be a cheap
and easy costume to throw
together pretty quickly.

Inanimate objects or
household goods also work.
Communication Studies
Professor Heather Norton
once went as one of her
favorite foods. “Frosted
Shredded Wheat was my
costume one year,” she
explains with a laugh.
Senior Kelly Davis may go
the funny route this year.
“Well in the past we usually
wanted to look our best and
dress kind of... you know,
trashy.” Yes, we know. “But
now that 1 am 23 I decided
to do something else. I’m
thinking about being an old
man and have my boyfriend
be an old lady, or maybe I’ll
be a gypsy.” Kelly also added

that she “usually goes to
house parties on Halloween,
but this year [she] may go to
Lush, since a couple of [her]
girlfriends are going and [she
is] graduating in May.” Lush
is holding a Halloween party
on Saturday, October 27,
and is giving away $ 1,000
for the sexiest costume. The
club has a MySpace page if
anyone wants to check it out.
There are sure to be some
house parties as well, so
keep an ear out around
campus, or check for
Facebook invitations.
Halloween may not be
for everyone, though, like
sophomore Sydney Eisenstein.
“I’m not a real big Halloween
person, so I usually go to my
sister’s house and watch my
nieces and nephews trick-ortreat. I did go out last year,
though. I was a cowgirl.”
Even if someone isn’t a huge
Halloween fan, surely they
can recall some of their
previous years, even some
of the costumes they wore.
Senior Nick Burkhart (who
was a naughty monk last
year) remembers one funny
encounter from his past. “It
was fourth or fifth grade and
we were all trick-or-treating.
A couple of older guys from
the neighborhood went up

to another guy in our group
and stole his pillowcase of
candy from his hands, and he
cried about it for like twenty
minutes.” Too bad for that
guy, but still pretty funny.
My friend and roommate,
Senior Lauren Witzl, usually
just goes with the flow around
October 31. “My standby
costume is always a witch,”
she says, “and I never really
know what I am doing for
Halloween, I just kind of see

where my friends are going.”
I tried to convince Lauren and
our other roommate to be the
Three Blind Mice, but I’m
guessing that one is a no-go.

It’s easy to see Fontbonne
students are a fun-loving
bunch, with some good ideas
and stories about Halloween.
I can’t wait to see what
people came up with for this
Halloween, and if I’m out, say
hello...I’ll be the St. Pauli girl.
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